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In a letter of August 12, 1955 you 
in Relesg Ce 529 Se Be (iuunicipal Budget Law), as amended, provision 4s 
case of emergency, for the expenditure by a town or village district of funds: 
excess of appropriations or for a purpose for which no appropriation has. 
made, and you referred to the following language found 4n.said sections’. 


+ 


Dear Sirs Sng Maes 





"“rrovided that no such certificate of emergency shall o— es 4 
be granted unless the budget committee of the tom >. 
has approved the expenditure." re ee 


You advise that in a case before the Commission it appears that a majority of the 
entire Budget Committee mot, and that a majority of the meeting ‘approved the éxXq . 
pernditure with respect to which a certificate of emergency is soughte However’, ; 
you add, the majority which voted in favor of the expenditure was less than the °- 
majority of the whole committee. You inquire whether such circumstances disclose: 
approval of the expenditure by the Budget Comittee within the meaning of the » 
language quoted above. We answer in the affirmatives | . eeadie 

‘An examination of the Municipal Budget Law 
discloses no provision prescribing the number of the members of the Budget Come 
mittee constituting a quorum, In such case the following statutory provision |: 
43 applicable: | > “- fing te i er er 


"Joint authoritys. Words purporting to give a joint o 
authority to three or more public officers shall give :: 
such authority to a majority of then, unless otherwise 


expressly declarede" Rele»y Co 7y Se L5e re ae : oe 


: | ‘In Opinion of the Justices, 98 Nee 530 (1953) mig 
The Suprema Court was considering actions of the Executive Council. ° The principles yi 
énunciated, however, are believed to govern all parlimentary bodies, in the absence 
of contrary statutory directive. The Court said (532) ee 





a 








oe, 


a ota he s 











